
A Consistent K-8 Experience
• All K-8 students will experience a two-part Initial Placement experience: 1) Word Reading, 

and 2) Passage Comprehension.

• The new SuccessMaker Reading Initial Placement experience provides greater insights into 
students’ literacy profiles by giving educators a deeper understanding of all students’ word 
reading skills, along with their reading comprehension. These insights help educators better 
understand each student’s strengths and instructional needs.

Part 1: Word Reading
Students will click an audio button and listen to a word read aloud. The student will then select 
the word they hear. The Word Reading portion of Initial Placement assesses a student’s word 
reading skills. 

Savvas Learning Company has updated the SuccessMaker® Reading Initial Placement experience to 
provide a deeper understanding of each student’s unique literacy profile.
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Part 2: Passage Comprehension
A student will be routed into reading comprehension passages based on the score they receive 
on Word Reading.  

In Levels K-2.5, students’ listening comprehension is assessed. They listen to a passage, and then 
listen to and respond to questions. In Levels 2.5 and above, students read a passage and read 
and respond to questions about the passage.

As an example, a fourth grader who scores at a first grade level on Word Reading will be routed 
into first grade listening passages. A fourth grader who scores at a fifth grade level on Word 
Reading will be routed into fifth grade reading passages. 

The Passage Comprehension portion of Initial Placement assesses a student’s comprehension.
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